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that many measures had been moved in Congress,
some of which had passed into acts, and others
were pending; that among the former was a law
for fortifying our principal seaports, and another
for raising an additional corps of eight hundred
artillery-men for the defence of them and other
purposes; and that the bills pending were: 1st.
One to complete our present military establish-
ment; 2d. One to raise an army of twenty-five
thousand men in addition to it; and 3d. A bill to
organize, put in training, and hold in readiness at
a minute's warning a select corps of eighty thou-
sand militia. He seemed to think that the first
and last would pass, but that the result of the
second could not be so well predicted. He men-
tions the appointment of Mr. Jay as special
minister to England in the hope of settling all
our difficulties in a temperate way by fair and
firm negotiation, and that he would sail in a few
days, with Mr. John Trumbell as his private
Secretary; tells him also of Mr. B-andolph's ap- to him.    In reference to all the
